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FOREWORD

The Students’ Item Response Analysis Report for the Form Two Chinese
Language National Assessment conducted in November, 2023, intends to provide
feedback to all educational stakeholders on the factors that contributed to the
students” performance in Chinese Language.

The Form Two National Assessment (FTNA) is a formative evaluation which
intends to monitor students’ learning and provide feedback that teachers, students
and other educational stakeholders can use to improve teaching and learning
processes. The report highlights the factors that made the students to score either
low or high marks while attempting the questions. The factors for scoring high
marks include the ability of the candidates to identify and adhere to the need of the
questions and to express themselves in Chinese Language. The factors for scoring
low marks include having insufficient knowledge of vocabularies, principles and
grammatical rules.

The National Examinations Council of Tanzania (NECTA) believes that the
feedback provided in this report will show the challenges for which education
stakeholders should take proper measures to improve the teaching and learning
Chinese Language subject. Therefore, students will acquire knowledge, skills and
competences indicated in the syllabus for better performance in future assessments
and examinations.

Finally, the National Examinations Council of Tanzania would like to thank all
who participated in the preparation of this report.

Dr. Said Ally Mohamed
EXECUTIVE SECRETARY
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

This report presents the analysis of the students’ performance of the Form
Two National Assessment (FTNA) in Chinese Language subject for students
who sat in 2023. The assessment was set according to the Chinese Language
syllabus of 2015.

The assessment paper had three sections; section A, Multiple choices and
matching items. Section B Language use and section C writing composition.
Section A had fifteen (15) marks, section B had seventy (70) marks and
section C had fifteen (15) marks, thus making a total of 100 marks.

The students’ performance analysis reveals how the students responded to
questions, highlighting their weaknesses and strengths while answering the
questions. It also explains the requirements of each question by indicating the
expected responses and how the students answered the questions. It
comprises of sample extracts from the scripts of the students’ responses in
order to deliver a general overview of how the students responded in relation
to the needs of each question. Besides, the report indicates the analysis of the
students” performance per topic, conclusion and recommendations. A
summary of performance of the students per topic has been shown in
Appendix.

Further data analysis reveals that, the performance of students was generally
good because 1,921 students sat for the Form Two National Assessment in
November, 2023, among them 1,794 (93.39%) students passed the
assessment while 127 (6.61%) students failed. The performance of students
in each grade 1s shown in Table 1.

The performance of the students in each grade for 2022 and 2023 is shown in
Table 1.

Table 1: Performance of Students in each Grade

Grades
Year Sat Pass A B C D F
2022 1,561 1,402 128 128 518 628 159
2023 1,921 1,794 352 307 638 497 127




2.0

The performance of the students was classified into three (3) categories:
good, average and weak. The performance was considered as weak if the
score ranged from 0 to 29 marks and it has been represented by red color, as
average if it ranged from 30 to 64 and it has been represented by yellow
color, and as good if it ranged from 65 to 100 marks and has been
represented by green color. This classification helps to provide a clear
understanding of students’ achievements based on their scores.

It 1s expected that this analysis will help Chinese teachers, students and all
educational stakeholders in enhancing their teaching and learning strategies
for the Chinese Language in order to improve the overall performance.

ANALYSIS OF THE STUDENTS’ PERFORMANCE IN EACH
QUESTION

2.1 SECTION A: Vocabulary Use

This section included two questions, namely; question 1 and question 2.
The students were required to answer all the questions. Question 1 had
10 marks and question 2 carried 5 marks, therefore making a total of 15
marks.

2.1.1 Question 1: Multiple Choice Items

The students were given ten multiple choice items. These items
were divided into 2 parts, part I and part II. In Part I, the
students were required to read a passage then answer the
questions by selecting a correct answer. In part II, the students
were given 5 multiple choice questions set from the topic of
Family introduction and other different topics, it tested student’s
ability to introduce family members to others as well as the
ability to express themselves in the Chinese language.
The passage in Part I was as follows:
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The data indicates that 1,921 (100%) students attempted the
question. Out of them, 1,076 (56.01%) students scored from 7 to
10 marks showing good performance, 787 (40.97%) students
scored from 3 to 6 marks which is an average performance and
58 (3.02%) students scored from 0 to 2 marks which is a weak
performance. The general performance in this question was
good, since, 1.863 (96.98 %) students scored 30% or above.
Figure 1 summarizes the students’ performance in question 1.

100 -
3
g 80 -
% g | 56.01
S 4097
S 40 -
£
g 20 -
3 302
0 EE—— 20 | T :
0-2 3-6 7-10
Scores

Figure 1: The Percentages of the Students’ Performance in
Question 1

The analysis of data shows that, 1,076 (56.01%) students had
good performance, their scores ranged from 7 to 10 marks.
These students had a good command of Chinese language. They
understood needs of the question because they had sufficient
knowledge of vocabularies, sentence structures and their
semantic. For example, in part I, item 1, the question asked ¥ 7
+ 28 fEA2 K ? (What time does Mary wake up?). The correct
answer was C & % ¥ (at half past five in the morning). They
wrote the correct answer because they managed to identify the
correct time shown in the passage which Mary wakes up. They
noted that alternative A # % (5:00) was not the correct
answer because it was a time Mary was playing basketball. They
also noted that alternative B 5<% - (6:30) was not the correct
answer because it was the time where Mary’s family was taking
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breakfast, while alternative D <, (6:00) was not the correct
answer because it was the time where Mary’s mother was
cooking food.

Item 2, required the students to name who cooks breakfast, the
question was A1 K F4_? (Who cooks breakfast at their
home?). The correct answer was B %545 (Mother) because in
the passage every one mentioned in the passage had his or her
activity. They identified that it was the mother who cooked
breakfast. These candidates noted that alternative A & &
(father) was not the correct answer because the father owns a car
and C 4242 (sister) had another time table, which was to wake
up and not preparing food. This showed that, students had
sufficient knowledge about the time table discussed in the
passage and vocabularies. They were able to differentiate
between # iR (prepare food) and #/£ 1 (doing homework).

In item 3, the students were asked to mention the means of
transport used by Mary and her sister to go to school. In the
passage it stated that Mary and her sister ride 8 7 % (a
bicycle) to go to school. Other means of transport mentioned in
the passage like A %% (bus), B K % (train) were owned by
Mary’s father and not the means that was used by Mary to go to
school. In alternative D #£1 % (taxi) was a means of transport
but not mentioned in the passage. Thus, those who opted for the
correct alternative had sufficient knowledge of the meaning of
that vocabulary.

In item 4, the question required the students to show what kind
of activities were done at 6:30 pm. In the passage it stated that at
6:30 pm Mary and her sister did A 4£1: (a homework) which
was the correct answer. Other alternatives were not correct
answers because they were sports activities done by Mary and
her sister at 5:00 like B M #(tennis) C i %) (sports/athletics) D
# # 3 (play football). This shows that students had sufficient
knowledge of Chinese language to comprehend the passage.



In item 5, the students were asked to identify i 7~ Z-3% 7L @ 6.2
(Who does not like to eat bread). The passage showed that
Mary’s sister does not like to eat bread. Whereby, the correct
answer was C 4848 (sister). Other alternatives were not the
correct answers because, A 51 (Mary) likes to eat bread, B
4545 (Mother) and D & & (father) were not mention if they
like eating bread or not. The students who were able to
recognize the answer indicated that, they had enough knowledge
of Chinese language vocabulary.

In Part II, item 1, the students who got this item right, had
sufficient knowledge of Chinese language vocabulary. They
were able to identify the correct answer. They chose the correct

answer C % (o'clock/time) because they knew that this word is
used before a number that indicates time. They also knew that
word A K (day), B % (night) and D ¥ (half) were not
correct answers because they do not collocate with the word /\
(eight) and the context of the question.

In item 2, the students who scored full marks in this item had
sufficient knowledge of Chinese language in using the word £
(who). For example, the question stated that #& 78 3 & 5 /% & 45
() & %? (I want to go to library to study, () also likes
to go?). The correct answer was A i (who) because they knew
the structure and identified its correct position in the sentence.
Whereby B JU cannot be the answer because is applicable when
inquiring the about numbers and C 4 (every) if used in this
sentence structure is an adverb and cannot precede ., while D
f+ Z (what) is used when asking a question.

Item 3, required students to recognize uses of the sentence
structure (N/Pronoun+49+N). For example, &89/ & £+ H
/N (My friend i1s a Chinese person) the correct response was B
49 because it is used between nouns, (N/Pronoun+#9+N) and A
"% used at the end of the sentence, for example 1&x%. C #, is
used with noun and verb (N/Pronoun+V+4¥) example, 17350 4#F
f&4F (You speak very well) in this sentence structure 75 cannot

be the answer because there are two nouns between the blanks,
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whereby in item D 7, is used to indicate the completion of an
action.

In item 4, the students mastered well the comparative sentence
structure (A+B+Adjective), in this structure, the students
realized that the word ¢ (comparison) was the correct answer.
Thus, they wrote the correct answer < < tb 448 K A %
(Brother 1s two years older than sister), where other distracters
like B /4~ (not) and /& (not) both used for negation where the
structure 7~+Adj/V and % (with ) structure of A (noun)+ #k
+B (noun) +V.

In item 35, the students who wrote correct answer were familiar
with the measure word /4> which can be used for people, things
and days. For example, fe & A~ 2 #55 & E % F (Every
Saturday he goes to walk at the park) where other measure
words like A 2 used for small animals like dog and cat, C % is
measure word for long and narrow objects like trousers, and D
% was the measure word for companies, restaurant and hotels.
This shows that the students who got this item right, had
sufficient knowledge of using different measure words used in
Chinese language. Extract 1.1 1s a sample of the student’s
correct responses to question 1.



W2

Ma 11 shémme shilioa gi chudng 7

L fFAEBZER A ? <
wii dian lit disin ban wil difin bin lifr ¢hdn
A &R & B = & C £ 5 F D -7 &

Tz men jia shui zud ziofan 7

fio )y R o2 (%)
ba ki mama jie jie Ma i
A E&E B 545 C 4043 D BiW

Ma i hé jie jie zénme qit xuéxiao ?

3. Zfedadr B 22 4?2 (C )

T zud giche 200 hudche gi 71 xingehg gquichd st che
A s R % k= C % AT % DHMHEE

Ta men 1in didn bin yho zud shénme

t e A w4z (D)

Zud ye wanggiu vundong i ozigid
A TEAL B Mk C if A D 2 R

Shuf bl xi hudn chi midnbio ?

g R E e @ w2 (C o).

M2 i mima jig jie ba ba
A G B gt C 41141 D €5
Wb méitian wanshang ba chT wanfan-
CREFER oA (O e R
tidn wiin difin bin
A X B 8% C A D
WO xiling go 10 shilguin kan shi ¥& xifing i 7
# 8 LA HFE, AL B L2
shul i méi shénme
A T B JL c & D 4
Wo péngyou shi Zhdngizud rén:
LA B MARE P E AL )
" ne de de le
A R B By C 7 D7
GE ge jigjie da liang soi-
FF (b)) ede K & ¥
hii méi g&n bi
A T B & C R D
Ta méi XTng g Lo gi gdngyudn sinbis
e F (B Zx ko A D
zht ge tidgo jia
AR B c & D E

Extract 1.1: A Sample of the Student’s Correct Responses to
Question 1.
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In Extract 1.1, the student chose the correct answers in all items.

The data analysis shows that, 787 (40.97%) students had an
average performance as they scored from 2 to 3 marks. These
students demonstrated partial knowledge of reading for
comprehension. They also had partial knowledge of the uses of
some vocabulary and expressions. They chose the correct
answers 1n some items but failed in others. which resulted to the
writing incorrect response.

Further data analysis reveals that, 58 (3.02%) students
performed weakly, as they score from O to 2 marks. In part I,
these students failed because they did not understand the
passage and the need of the questions hence ended up randomly
selecting alternatives leading to incorrect responses. For
example, in item 1, the students failed to identify the time which
Mary wakes up because they had inadequate knowledge of
telling time in Chinese language. In this question, C # % F
(half past five in the morning) was the correct answer because in
the passage stated that, #5787 £ & & F#2 K (at half past five
Mary wake up). Therefore, students who selected alternative A
Z.% (5:00) selected an incorrect answer, because at that time
Mary had another activity which was playing basketball. Few of
them chose alternative B 7<% (6:30) and D <& (6:00)
without knowing that these time frames had other activities as
well.

In item 2, the students who scored 0 did not comprehend the
passage. They failed to identify the correct answer 4242 (sister).
They did not notice that, 4148 (sister) had another time table,
which was to wake up and not prepare some food. They also
failed to differentiate between # 4 (prepare food) and X 4E Jk
(doing homework).

In item 3, the students who scored 0 failed to identify the correct
answer. Some students chose A 2% % or B # K % without
knowing that there were means of transport owned by Mary’s
father and not used by Mary and her sister. Few students opted

9



for D 4 #41 % although it was not mentioned in the passage.
This shows that these students had insufficient knowledge of the
meaning of some vocabularies.

In item 4, the students who scored 0 did not understand the
question HeA175 & F &1+ 4?2 (at 6:30pm what do they have
to do). The correct answer was A 4 3 (homework). Some
students opted B M 2K (tennis) and others D # % 5% (football)
and few of them C iz #) (doing exercise), these incorrect
responses were contributed by insufficient knowledge of telling

time. They failed to identify the time and the activity done at
that time.

In item 3, the students who got this item wrong failed to identify
who did not like to eat bread. The correct answer was C 4848
(sister). Those who opted for A #5% (Mary). B %445 (mother)
and D € & (father) were just picking randomly resulting to the
selection of incorrect responses.

In part II, the students who had weak performance failed to fill
the blanks with appropriate vocabulary and expressions. This
was due to the fact that, they had insufficient knowledge of
Chinese vocabulary. For example, in item 1, the students who
got this item wrong, had insufficient knowledge of Chinese
language grammar and vocabulary. They failed to choose the
correct answer C % (o’clock) instead chose A X (day), B #%

(night) and D # (half) which did not go together with the word
/\ (eight) with regards to the context.

In item 2, the students who scored 0 failed to identify the
suitable interrogative word A £ (who). They chose them by
guessing which led to incorrect answers. This shows that, those
who chose B JL did not know that it 1s used in inquiring about
numbers. Those who chose C 4 (every) did not know that this
was an adverb which cannot precede 4. While D 4+ 4 (what)
1s an interrogative used when asking questions about things.

10



Item 3, the question required the students to recognize the uses
of sentence structure (N/Pronoun+#49+N). For example, #% 49/
A A& E A (My friend is a Chinese person). The correct
answer was B @ because it is used after nouns showing
belongingness, on the contrary a particle A & used at the end
of the sentence as an interrogative mark, for example 1797

3=

and C 7%, a particle used in the structure (N/Pronoun+V+4¥)
example, 1RHLFF1k4F (You speak very well). Furthermore, D
T 1s an interrogative particle used to indicate the completion of

an action.

In item 4, the students did not master the comparison sentence
structure A+tt+ B +Adjective. They failed to choose the correct
answer D b which compared brother and her sister. Whereby

other distracters like A “~ (not) and B /% (not) both used for
negation.

In item 5, the students who wrote incorrect answer were not
familiar with the measure word /™ which can be used for people,
things and  days. For  example, e A
ZH) 5~ & A #F (Every Saturday he goes to walk at the
park). They did not know that the measure word A R used for
small animals like dog and cat, C % a measure word used for
long and narrow objects like trousers and D K a measure word
for companies, restaurant and hotels. This shows that the
students had insufficient knowledge of measure words. Extract
1.2 1s a sample of the students’ incorrect responses to question 1.

11



Mi 1 shénme shihou gi chudng ?

1. B A 4w d k7 [~
wi didn iz dizgn ban wi dizn ban lin didn
A B A B = & E C A F D = &

Ta men jid huf zub hefan

IR R Y RN
bi ki mami jizjie e
A BE B 434 C AR D Bm

Ma i hd jid jie zénme gt xodxiin ?

3, L Ae e A B o2 2 (D)

Taud gi chE aulr hndchd qi  zi xingche gubchuzuche

A AF R 4 d C % aiT® D#HEHEE

Ta men lid dian ban yao aud shéame

7
4 fn < oE F B s (D)7
wangqiu yiondang 17 7 g

e yé
A fEd B B s C is & D SRR

Shui ki %1 hwan chi midabaos 7

504 T~ & kb @ A7 (W 3,

L ER] ma T i jie bi ba
A 3Zm B i C o dade D EE
W méitian wanshang ba chl wanfan-
L & X e £ A B) rfomir.
tian win dian bin
A X B % C & D ¥
W5 xifng qit ni shiigudn kin shi vé xiang gt ?
2. 4 B LBEN £ B, gy & A &7
shut it méi shénme
A it B L c & D A
Wi péngyou shi Zhdnggud rén
3.0& (B B AL P F A .
ne de de le
A R B ®Y C & DT

GEge (B) ji¢jie da liang sui

4, FF 4R A OF,

hiy i gEn bi

A T B X c & D
T3 méi xIng g7 lit g ghngyudn sambir
588 () 2is4k o 8 KP.

zht e LIETY) Jid

P B A o & n %

Extract 1.2: A sample of the Student’s Incorrect Responses to
Question 1.

In Extract 1.2, the student chose incorrect answers in all items.
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2.1.2 Question 2: Matching Items

The question comprised of columns A and B. Column A had six
items, whereby item 1 was given as an example. The students
were asked to match the statement in column A with the correct
response from column B. The question was set from the topic of
Jobs. This question aimed at testing the students’ ability to
recognize and use different vocabulary related to jobs and

occupations. The question was as follows:

=, EEMAHE ABAE FERELELEFAEARZOT.
AR B #£
Hui kdiche de rén ldoshT -
1. & FF 6 A A EIF,
Zai gdngching gongrud huoajia
2. & LI Ik B & %K,
Zud miimiai de rén shangrén-
3.0 K E WA c W Ao
Zai yiyuan gdngzud hi1 shi-
4. & B2 T D #+E.
Ta zadl xuéxido gdngzud gongrén:
5.4 & F A4 T AE E I Ao
Hud hud er derén 51 T
6. & & JLEGA F oS,
1ii shi-
G HEYE,
gongchéngshi-
H T 4 ¥,
5 F:
AF 1 2 3 4
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A total of 1,921 (100%) students attempted this question, out of
whom 771 (30.73%) scored 4 to 5 marks which i1s a good
performance, 717 (55.93%) students scored from 2 to 3 marks
which indicates average performance, however 433 (13.34%)
students scored from 0 to 1 mark which shows a weak
performance. Generally, the students’ performance in this
question was good, since 1488 (77.46%) students scored 30% or
above. Figure 2 summarises the students’ performance in
question 2.

100 -
90 -
80 -
70 -
60 55.93
50 -
40 - 30.73

-
3 .

20 - 13.34
0 -
00-25 3.0-6.0 6.5-10.0
Scores

Percentage of Students

Figure 2: The Percentages of the Students’ Performance in
Question 2

The analysis of data shows that 771 (30.73%) students had a
good performance, as they scored from 4 to 5 marks. These
students demonstrated a good performance because they
understood the needs of the question. They also had sufficient
knowledge of the Chinese characters and vocabulary related to
occupations and work places. For instance, in item 2, the
statement was #& I - T4F (works in the factory). The students
were expected to match the word related to the word factory
()" which was H T#42J7 (factory worker).

In item 3, the statement was #{% 2 49 A (A person who buys
and sales products). The students were tasked to match it with
the word C 7 A (businessman). The students who wrote the
correct answer had sufficient knowledge of vocabulary related
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to occupations and working places. They noted that the word 3%
¥ (buy/sale) relate with the word 7 (trade/business). Thus,
they wrote the correct answer.

In item 4, the question stated that 7= [E % T/ (works in the
hospital). Students were required to match with the word 47 ==
(nurse). The student who scored full mark managed to identify
the correct answer D 47 3-(nurse) because they recognized that a
word 47 < (nurse) is a person who works in the &% (hospital).

In item 5, the statement was #& 7= 52 4 T/ (She works at
school). Those who got this item right had sufficient knowledge
of Chinese language terminologies which enabled them to

identify the correct answer A # JT (teacher).

In item 6, the statement stated that & & JL&J A (A person who
paints). Students were expected to choose item B & & (Painter).
Students who scored full mark identified the correct answer B
# K because they noted the inclusion of a word & in the
characters. Therefore, they identified the correct answer. Extract
2.1 1s a sample of the students” good responses to question 2.

A%
A 1 2 3 4 5 6
BE | F H C b A B

Extract 2.1: A Sample of the Student’s Correct Responses to
Question 2.

In Extract 2.1, the student matched correctly all the items.

Further data analysis reveals that 717 (55.93%) students had an
average performance, they scored from 2 to 3 marks. This
performance was attributed to partial knowledge of the
terminologies pertaining to occupations and work places. They
managed to match some items correctly while failing in others.
Extract 2.2 1s a sample of the student’s average responses to
question 2.




A%
A% | ] 3 4 5 6

BEJFLEIC &AL

Extract 2.2: A Sample of Responses from a Student with an
Average Performance in Question 2.

Extract 2.2 the student matched correctly items 3, 5 and 6 but
failed items 2 and 4.

Furthermore, the students’ response analysis shows that, 433
(13.34%) students had weak performance by scoring from 0 to 1
mark. These students performed weakly because they did not
master the topic. Not knowing the meaning of vocabulary used,
hindered them from matching correctly the given statements
about professions or working places. They matched them
incorrectly by picking randomly the responses. For instance, in
item 2, the students failed to understand the needs of the
question. Instead of matching with H T#42J7 (factory worker)
some matched with C # A (businessman) which is not related
to the given question.

In item 3. the students who scored 0 did not understand the
meaning of the statement and the given alternatives. Thus, they
ended up selecting an incorrect answer. One of them wrote T A
(worker) instead of 7 A (businessman). This proves that the
students failed to distinguish the two words.

In item 4, the students who got wrong this item, failed to match
correctly because they failed to distinguish between the word T
A (worker) from the word T 4 (work) which led to the
matching of an incorrect answer.

In item 5. the students who scored 0 failed to differentiate the
professions words, A # U (teacher) which was the correct
answer and & K (painter). This shows that they matched them
by guessing.
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In item 6, the question stated that, & & JL&J A (A person who
paints). The students were expected to choose item B & K
(painter). The students scored 0 because they did not understand
the statement, hence leading to incorrect responses. Extract 2.3
1s a sample of the student’s incorrect responses to question 2.

S 3
AR ] 2 3 1 5 6

82 F|F D AR [ C

Extract 2.3: A Sample of the Student’s Incorrect Responses to
Question 2.

In Extract 2.3, the student failed to match correctly in all items.

2.2 SECTION B: Language Use

This section comprised of 7 questions, namely question 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8
and 9. The students were required to answer all the questions. Each
question carried 10 marks making a total of 70 marks.

2.2.1 Question 3: True and False Items

The students were given a passage to read and answer the
questions that followed by judging if the statement is true or
false by putting tick (V) or a cross (x) respectively. The question
was set from the topic of Environment and Health. The question
tested the students’ ability to comprehend the passage. The
passage was as follows;
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Z. A AL, OETAFM L AU B AN, BREAST

8 k7.

DBiba jid de hovbian you ¥ g¢ elngyuén  Na gz gongywdn chln 2

tEEXN GL A -A 2 H. F42 R E K,
gongyuanliyoy hén pifcliang de hud b¢ shir MG Ui vdu bu dud sén lai gongyudal
MEFRELHL AN AXFR 5 AR 2EE
wim cr v you n Jéi s Baba vE xiwan 73 gdngyudnii san b o na mé tid
fOLAARKY, BELEL A AR Y, B8 F X
THEe MR T AAF. FBAERE MEZ RAK &,
di véu xi bé liotian

nEARRE,

The analysis data shows that, 1,921 (100%) students attempted
the question, out of whom 1,555 (80.95%) scored from 8 to 10
marks, reflects a good performance, 309 (16.09%) students
scored from 4 to 6 marks, regarded as an average performance,
however, 57 (2.96%) students scored from 0 to 2 marks which is
considered as weak performance. The students’ general
performance in this question was good, since 1,864 (97.03%)
students scored 30% or above. Figure 3 summarizes the
students’ performance in question 3.

100 -
Z 80.95
g 80 -
<
g
E 60 -
=]
]
%" 40 -
g
E 20 - 16.09
o 2.96
0 i | : :
0-2 4-6 8-10
Scores

Figure 3: The Percentages of the Students’ Performance to
question 3
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The data analysis indicates that, 1,555 (80.95%) students
performed well, they scored from 8 to 10 marks. These students
understood the question and responded correctly. They managed
to identify the important information which helped them to
answer the question. For example, in item 1, the question
statement was /A £ & & K 49)5 4 (There is a public park
behind father’s house). This statement was true according to the
passage. The students who wrote the correct answer had
sufficient knowledge of prepositions of places, as they were able
to recognize the word /532 (behind) which was used in the
statement and the passage.

In item 2, the statement stated that /2 & &9 £ A= 1RIZ % (The
flowers and trees in the public park are very beautiful). The
statement was correct according to the passage. The students
who got this item right understood the passage and identified the
correct answer.

In item 3, the statement stated € &4 T AN EH 24T KA
(Father also likes to play zaiji in the public park). According to
the passage this statement was wrong, since the passage stated
that & &4 Z 3 £/ A 2425 (Father also likes to walk in the
public park). The one who was playing taiji was #3 %3
(grandmother) while & & (father) likes to walk in the public

park. Hence, the students who got it right managed to
differentiate activities done in the passage.

In item 4, the question was, F42 A28 2 ¥ (Young people
go for a walk in the public park). According to the passage the
statement was incorrect since the passage states that, %2 A
E AN HEZAK L&KL (Young people like to rest in the
public park). The students who scored full marks differentiated
the term #% (walk) as used in the statement and the word 1&
A:AK & (rest) from the passage.

In item 35, the question had the statement /2 Z & X F Rk %
A (Everyday, there are many people in the public park). The
question was true according to the passage. Extract 3.1 is a
sample of the student’s good response to question 3.
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Liri  7Zhé gé gongynan féichdng da-

At 3K A 2y HWOdE # K. VD
gdngyudn zai ba ba jid de houbian

1. > B & &EE KNG L, C v D
Gongyuanli de hud hé shit h&n pidoliang: B

2. SEE A T A A R IFE R . ¢~

Baba yé& xihudn zai gdngyudnli da taijiquédn-
3. EE 4 gk oA SR dr kHE. (X )

Nidngingrén g gongyuanli sanbia-

4. F AR 2AX #d. ¢ XD
Gongyuanli meitian you hén duarén: \/
5. NHEE & R A R F A C J

Extract 3.1: A Sample of the Student’s Correct Responses to
Question 3.

In Extract 3.1 the student responded well in all items.

Further data analysis reveals that, 309 (16.09%) students had an
average performance as they scored from 4 to 6 marks. They
performed averagely because they partially comprehended the
passage. They scored full marks in some items but failed in
others. For example, the students who failed this question did
not master the prepositions of places, as they were unable to

recognize the preposition /i1 (behind) as used in the statement.

In item 3, the students who had partial knowledge of Chinese
language semantics failed to identify the answer in this question,
because the one who was playing taiji was #3%3 (grandmother)
while & & (father) likes to walk in the public park. Extract 3.2
illustrates the responses of the student who had average
performance in question 3.
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Lirdi, Zhe gé¢ gongyudn fTichdng da-
Flde: X A~ o B OdEFOKS [GINED!

gbéngyudn zai ba ba jid de houbian

. = Hd A£28BEXME L. (v 2

Gongyuanli de hua hé shin hén pidaliang:

2. NRAXZE &AM R IRE R GRVARD

Baba yé xthuan zai gdngyuanli da taijiquan-

3. EEA BN AE 2EE IrAHE. (X )

Nidngingrén qu gongyuanli sanbua-

4. F 2 A x 2RE K. « ~)

Gongyuanli méitian ydu hén duorén-

5. AHZ X A MK F A, ¢ X))

Exfract 3.2: A Sample of Responses from a Student with an
Average Performance in Question 3.

In Extract 3.2, the student wrote correct answer in item 1, 2 and
4 but failed in items 3 and 5.

Moreover, the data analysis indicates that 57 (2.96%) students
had weak performance as they scored from 0 to 2 marks. These
students did not comprehend the meaning of the passage, due to
insufficient knowledge of Chinese language vocabulary.
Therefore, they failed to judge the statements whether it was
true or false. For example, in item 1, the statement was /> 2 /=
& & K49 )53 . (There is a public park behind the father’s
house), which was true according to the passage. The students
who scored 0 in this question indicated that they had inadequate
knowledge of some prepositions of places. Thus, they ended up
selecting an incorrect response.

In item 2. the statement stated 4 @ &9 &A=& 1R 2% (In the
public park, the flowers and trees are very beautiful). The
statement was correct according to the passage. The students
who scored 0 in this statement showed that they had insufficient
knowledge of vocabularies which hindered them to comprehend
the passage.

In item 4, the question was, F4 A # 2AE 2 # ¥ (young
people go to the public park for walking). According to the
21



passage the statement was incorrect since the passage stated
BANER AN E 2R AR E (Young people like to rest in the
park). The students who scored 0 failed to differentiate the
meaning of the word #% ¥ (walk) as used in the statement and
the word & .84k .8 (rest) from the passage, which led to the
incorrect statement.

In item 5, the question had the statement & 24 X AR %
A (Every day, there are many people in the public park). The
question was true according to the passage. The students who
got this item wrong had sufficient knowledge of Chinese
vocabulary. Extract 3.3 1s a sample of the student’s incorrect
responses to question 3.

Liri , Zh¢ gé gongyudn fEiching da-
flde X A N A 3 F K. ()

gongyudn zai ba ba jia de hdubian

N B AEAEEEME L, ¢ %)

—

Gongyuanli de hua hé shi hén piaoliang:

2. NEET AR IR E R, ( X))

Baba v¢ xihuan zai gongyuanli da taijiquan-

3, e Eg A ARYE iT AMEA, (V)

Nidngingrén qi gdongyuénhi sanbd-

4. F BEAX A2RE HF, (v )

Gongyuanli méitian you hén dudrén

5. NEE BXK AR E A ¢ x )

Extract 3.3: A Sample of the Student’s Incorrect Responses to
Question 3.

In Extract 3.3, the student wrote incorrect answers in all items.
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2.2.2 Question 4: Re-arranging the Jumbled Words into Sentences

In this question, there were 5 items which had jumbled words
and the students were required to re-arrange them into
meaningful sentences. The question was set from the topic
School/Time. The topic examined the students’ ability to
grammatically express themselves.

The data analysis shows that 1,921 (100%) students attempted
the question, out of whom 284 (14.78%) scored from 8 to 10
marks which reflects a good performance, 600 (31.24%)
students scored from 4 to 6 marks which reflects an average
performance, and 1,037 (53.98%) students scored from 0 to 2
marks which i1s a weak performance. The students’ general
performance in this question was average, since 884 (46.02%),
students scored 30% or above. Figure 4 summarizes the
students’ performance in question 4.

100 -
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80 -
70 -
60 - 53.98
50 -

40 - 31.24
30 -
20 - 14.78

0' T T

0-2 4-6 8-10
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Percentage of Students

Figure 4: The Percentages of the Students’ Performance in
Question 4

The data analysis shows that, 1,037 (53.98%) students
performed averagely as they scored from 4 to 6 marks. These
students had partial knowledge of the Chinese sentence structure.
They wrote correct answers in some items but failed in others.
Most of them re-arranged correctly in items 2 and 3 but wrote
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incorrect answers in items 1, 4 and 5. For example, in item 1,
the students who scored 0 did not know the uses of the structure
“subject +4% K A% (more and more) +V+N”. This led to the
writing of incorrect responses as one of them wrote @@®QQ®
A E AL w AR &k A% (I like Beijing more and more). Other
student wrote @@ Q@ & Z 3k Ak kAL 7 (I like more and
more Beijing) which was incorrect arrangement. These students
failed to position #% & 4% in the right position. They did not
know that in this sentence 1t had to be placed after a subject and
before a verb. The correct sentence was Q@@ #&, A% kA%

Z3% 4b7% (I like more and more Beijing) as a correct answer.

In item 3. the students who scored 0 were not familiar with the
sentence structure (Location + 74 (have) +O) in which the main
verb is % (have) indicating something exists or is present at a
certain place. They re-arranged the words randomly which
resulted to incorrect answers. For example, one of them wrote
@OOOOO A A ik % 2 (garden there are many inside
flowers) instead of the correct answer @QOOO® A ZH

1% % 7 (There are many flowers in the garden).

In item 5, the question required the students to apply the
structure ‘Bt #+V+ 7 (about to happen). Those who scored 0 did
not know the usage of this structure and its position in the
sentence. They re-arranged the words randomly making
incorrect sentences. For instance, one of them wrote Q@@
P& 455 R & T (Earlier started music concert).

This student did not know that, & /<& was a subject which had
to be positioned at the beginning of the sentence. Thus, leading
to an average performance. Extract 4.1 is a sample from a
student with an average performance in question 4.
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Li ri v _ ylyuan ama bu zai
Plde: LE @ER (3 £E @ T4
S IHOROROR
Bejjing vue ldi yue xi huan W
[BEELS @M @I R @R
lan vil women ke Jin uan you

2. (D) & 2 &M (B iF O FNOE

héndud buayuan you

.
3.0 % @2 /% O3 GO

13 Hanyu hé xi huan Wi

4. () . @iE Q) @& % G#
®. 2.0 8.€.

kudiyho le yTnyughual kaishi

sDire @7 G F5é @ b

Exfract 4.1: A Sample of Responses from a Student with an
Average Performance in Question 4.

In Extract 4.1, the student wrote correct answer in item 2, 4 and
5 but incorrect answer in item 1, and 3.

Further data analysis shows that, 600 (31.24%) students had
weak performance, they scored from 0 to 2 marks. This
performance was attributed to the students’ insufficient
knowledge of Chinese syntax, meaning of the jumbled given
words and their position in the sentence. For instance, in item 2,
the students did not know that the word #% 111 had to be placed at
the beginning of the sentence as a subject, where by an adverb
4~ % (today) had either to be placed before or after a subject.
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Some students placed it at the end of the sentence as one of
them wrote QOO ® #11 A iE # 4 K (We have
Chinese lesson today).

In item 4, the question required the students to apply (S
(Pronoun+#= (and) +Pronoun) +V+0). The students who scored
0 failed to re-arrange it because of insufficient knowledge of
conjunction #= (and) that used to connect the two nouns. This
led to wrong responses. For example, one candidate wrote ©®
@@ #H E L& F=4k (I like Chinese and him).

In item 35, the question required students to apply the structure
e 2+V+7T (about to happen). In this structure the verb had to
be inserted between ® % and T to show that the action will
take place soon but, the students failed to recognize this kind of
structure, thus failed to re-arrange the jumbled words correctly.
For example, some students wrote Q@@ Q@ &5 K &4
T (earlier music concert to start). Extract 4.2 is a sample of the
student’s incorrect responses to question 4.
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L zai Vi vuin man hi i
oyt e e o - Vot T
fla: (DA QYEBE 3 %G (4) "
23 SRONORORE)
Beyjing yusldiyus xI huan wi
1. (Db = D fA GF Rk @H
D205
_ Hinyi wHLen ke Jn tian
2. (L R3E &4 & F )
: . . .
(DhHEWD
................................. \~ .
huf oh _hérdu® huayudn you
3.0 2 E{:jg) "y W H OH
@ Hénwu _ he _ xThum wi
4.0 & @RE @ @WEx G
Kuaivao
5.0 &

Extract 4.2: A sample of the student’s incorrect responses to

question 4.

In Extract 4.2, a sample of responses from the student who re-

arranged all sentence incorrectly.

Furthermore, the data analysis indicates that, 284
students performed well on the question, they scored

They also knew their position in the sentence. Additionally, they
mastered the structure of the sentences which helped them to re-

arrange the jumbled words correctly.
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For example, in item 1, the students mastered well the structure
(S+A% & A% (more and more) +V+ N), that means the degree
something changes along over time. Thus, they wrote the correct
answer @@QQQ # Ak kA Zak b (I more and more like
Beijing).

In item 2, the students were required to use the structure
(S+Adv.+V+0 or Adv.+ S+ V+0). The students who scored full

marks had this knowledge. They noted that, the verb was %
(have), the subject was #&1i1 (we) and the object was X i&i%
(Chinese lesson). They also noted the presence of an adverb 4~ &
(today). This helped them to re-arrange words correctly, thus,
they wrote the correct answer @QOOQ/QOOOG A £ #
MNA X ER/ &AMV A KA 5% (Today we have a Chinese
lesson).

In item 3, the students who re-arranged correctly the words knew
that they had to apply the structure (S+ V+0O). They knew that

the verb was 7 (have/are). They identified the noun 7 @
(garden) which had to be followed by the word 2 (inside) to
form 7 A 2 (in the garden). In addition, they knew that the
object of the sentence was 7z, (flowers) and the word /& % (a lot
of) is an adverb of degree . This resulted to the writing of the
correct answer @QOGOO® A Z#A k% 7 (There are many
flowers in the garden).

In item 4, the question required the students to re-arrange the
jumbled words among them using the conjunction #= (and). The
students who scored full marks knew that a conjunction used to
join the two pronouns #% (I) and # (he). After joining them
formed a subject of the sentence #&#=42 (I and him) or & f= %
(Him and I). They also knew that word Z#¢ (like) was a verb
which had to be placed after the subject. Lastly, they noted that
the noun X% (Chinese) had to be placed after verb. This helped
students to write the correct answer Q@O ®Q/ DOO®Q #
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Fefl T A5 /M Ae £ E 25 (I and him like Chinese/ He
and I like Chinese.

In item 3, the question required students to apply the structure
B Z+V+N). The students were familiar that in this structure the
verb had to be inserted between ‘% and T to show the action
will take place soon. They identified the verb 745, and the
subject which was the noun & <& (Music concert). Thus, they
wrote the correct answer @O@Q@ F F 4k % F4 T (Music
concert going to start soon). Extract 4.3 is a sample of the
student’s good responses to question 4.

Vi, i%iélﬁié:[ E
Li i ol M yuin mime bz
Blia: (D DEKR (3 8% (4) A
S SRORONORO)
_ Beijing yueldiyue xi huan wi
INNEYE! 3 QHARA BER @R
OOOD :
Hanyii wdmen ~ ke jn tidn yéu
2. ) X @ &M 3 &K NEFNOE]
N C11C 01— D
hua i heénduo huayudn yau
308 @2 @Q#hE @A OF
~
............................ © QUL
ta Han yu hé xi huan wo
4. D # @ORiE QD ek GA
L Beee
kudiyio le yinyughui kaishi
SO RE @T @ 5fé @ F
5000

Extract 4.3: A Sample of the Student’s Correct Responses to
Question 4.
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2.2.3

In Extract 4.3, the student re-arranged all the jumbled words
into correct sentences.

Question 5: Completing the Sentences by Using the Words
Given in the List

The question consisted of 5 items in which the students were
required to choose the correct answer to fill in the blanks and
write a letter of a given word. The question was set from the
topic of Housing. The question tested the students’ ability to
describe a size of room and give or ask direction.

The data analysis indicates that, a total of 1,921 (100%) students
attempted the question, out of whom 1,063 (55.33%) students
scored from 8 to 10 marks, that indicates good performance, 714
(37.17%) students scored from 4 to 6 marks which is an average
performance, and 144 (7.50%) students scored from 0 to 2
marks which is a weak performance. The general performance
in this question was good, since 1,777 (92.50%) students scored
30% or above. Figure 5 summarizes the students’ performance
in question 5.

100 -
_aj 80 -
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Figure 5: The Percentages of the Students’ Performance in
Question 5

The data shows that, 1,063 (55.34%) students had good
performance as they scored from 8 to 10 marks. This
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performance was attributed by students’ sufficient knowledge of
using Chinese words and sentence structure. For example, in
item 2, the students were required to choose the word *#t (which)
to fill in the blank. The students who scored full marks knew the
sentence structure 2 A + & + Y EH A (somebody + is +
person from which country) which helped them to write the
correct answer.

In item 3, the students were required to choose the correct
answer B R (measure word for small animals). These students
knew that, there was a noun /J~%% (little cat) which needed a

measure word. Thus, with this knowledge they chose the correct
answer.

In item 4, the question required the students to apply the
structure N + £ + )L (Noun + (to be on, at, in) to + where)
to answer the question. The students were familiar with this
structure as they noted that, the noun had to be placed before the

preposition 7 (to be on, at, in) to form the possessive subject 14

K (your home). Thus, they managed to write the correct
answer.

In item 5, the question required the students to use a measure
word. The students who scored full marks knew that, the word

X% (Chinese) can go together with the noun 45 (book) to form
a noun ;X% 4 (Chinese book) and noun 45 (book) goes with
the measure word 4. Therefore, they chose the correct answer

A (measure word for book).

In item 6, the question aimed to examine the uses of an
adjectival predicate. The students who scored full marks knew
that #8955 (my kitchen) is a subject and <> (small) is an
adjective. They were also familiar that, the word 7~ can be
placed before an adjective. Therefore, these students wrote the
correct answer. Extract 5.1 is a sample of the student’s correct
responses to question 5.
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L., BWRE. EedNWEERL NS, F-AC S

ji i b beén fian

i
A% B R CH DA E F o

M shénme mingad ¢
L& (F) 42 %57
M shi gudrén ?
o

3

hA(2) BAT

Wi i yOu i - xidomin |

LAERE - (R)Y M #,

N i nder ?

41 (p) ALY

7he shi hanyii shi .
5. % 2 asE (D) b,

Wo de chifing Xigo .

6. %M B & (L) b

¥

Extract 5.1: A Sample of the Student’s Correct Responses to
Question 5.

In Extract 5.1, the student wrote correct answers in all items.

Furthermore, the data analysis indicates that, 714 (37.17%)
students had average performance as they scored from 6 to 8
marks. This performance was attributed to their partial
knowledge of the Chinese vocabulary and usage of the measure
words. For example, in item 3 and 5, some students exchanged
the two measure words with one another. This shows that, the
students recognized the two measure words but failed to know
their uses. In item 3, the correct answer was 2 (measure word
for small animals) and in item 5 the correct answer was Z<
(measure word for books) but students intermingled them.
Extract 5.2 1s a sample of responses from a student who
performed averagely in this question.



A, AWBE. AGEMASEAR AR, F-EL5Y.
jia 7t b bén 0 jiao
A% BA CA D& E F#

M shénme mingzi 7

L4 (F) 44 457

Ni shi gudrén ?
242 (B) BA?
WG jid you T xidomdo .

LREE - (DY B,

Ni i rder 7

44 (F) £

Zhe shi hanya shil .
5.3 % i (R) H.

Wé de chifing xido .

6. KwHAE C) oo

W

Exfract 5.2: A Sample of Responses from a Student with an
Average Performance in Question 5.

In Extract 5.2, the student wrote correct answers in items 2 and
6 but incorrect answers in items 3, 4 and 5.

Further, data analysis reveals that, 144 (7.50%) students
performed weakly in this question. They scored from 0 to 2
marks. These students did not understand the words given to the
sentences. Thus, they chose the words by guessing which
resulted to incorrect responses. For example, in item 2, the
students were supposed to choose E # (which) as the correct
answer, because the question required them to identify
citizenship of someone. For example, one student chose C 7
(not) which was wrong. This proves that, he/she did not
understand the meaning of the sentence.

In item 3, the students were required to fill the blank by using a
measure word for animals (). The students who scored 0 failed
to identify the correct measure word. For example, one of the
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students chose A % (home) and the others chose 1 (to call).
This proves that the students had insufficient knowledge of the
uses of measure words.

In item 4, the students were supposed to choose A £ (home) as
the correct answer, because the question aimed at examining
students’ ability to apply the structure N + £ + “fJL (Noun +
£ + where). The students who scored 0 in this item had
insufficient knowledge of this structure which led to incorrect
answers. For example, one of the students chose D A& (measure
word for books) and the other chose B A (measure word for
small animals) as the correct answer. This shows that the
students were not familiar with the structure, thus they failed to
understand the meaning of these words thus led to the selection
of an incorrect answer.

In item 6. the question aimed at examining the usage of the
sentence with an adjectival predicate. Some students who got
this item wrong did not know that #% 4% & 5 (my kitchen) was a
subject of the sentence and /J» (small) was an adjective of the
sentence. They also failed to notice that the word 7~ can be
placed before an adjective. Therefore, all these caused students
to write incorrect answer. For example, some students chose A
% (home) as the correct answer because they understood the
meaning of the phrase #% 49 5 (my kitchen)., thought that the
word relate to the word & (home), but students were unfamiliar
that the noun phrase # 49 4 (my kitchen) cannot be placed
together with another noun. Other students chose E "¢ (which),
this shows that, the students did not understand the question
because there is no correlation between the answer and the
question. Extract 5.3 is a sample of the student’s incorrect
responses to question 5.
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A AT, RGEMEEEERORT, FULEL.

iid 2k bi bén i jito

A% BR CA D& E 7 F

N shénme mingzi 7

L% (F) #4452

Ni shi gudnén ?
2 A& (E) B A
W jid you 3 Xifomao .

AR - (D) B
Ni Ziinier 7

4. % (A) £ RL?
Zhe shi hanyl shi .

5 & & RE(C) #,
W0 de chifang Xido
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*

¥

Extract 5.3: A Sample of the Student’s Incorrect Responses to
Question 5.

In Extract 5.3, the student wrote incorrect answers.

Question 6: Completing the Sentence by Using the Words
Given in the List

The question comprised 5 items in which the students were
required to choose the correct words from the given alternatives.
The question was set from the topic of Jobs. The question aimed
at examining the students’ ability to talk about work place.
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ki 7 bit shi Ribén Hinvi n de Gongyuanli

AZT  BFRZ CHA DR# EK#® F LBRE

you hud hé  shi

L (F) g & % #,

W shi xuéshéng .
LAK () # 4,

Na shi gege ma?
LA () FE 9

Ni babe shi yisheng ?
LHREER( VE £ 7

Lixidoldng shi n

SEMER () A

Xidohong véu san tido
6. hEFZE (),

The analysis shows that, 1,921 (100%) students attempted the
question, out of whom 474 (24.67 %) scored from 8 to 10 marks
indicating a good performance, 777 (40.45 %) students scored
from 4 to 6 marks indicating an average performance and 670
(34.88 %) students scored from 0 to 2 marks which 1s a weak
performance. The general performance in this question was
good, since 1,251 (65.12 %) students scored 30% or above.
Figure 6 summarizes the students’ performance in question 6.

36



100 -
90 -
80 -
70 -
60 -

50 1 4045
40 - 34.88

30 - 24.67
20 -
10 -

Percentage of Students

0-2 4-6 §-10
Scores

Figure 6: The Percentages of the Students’ Performance in
Question 6

The analysis of data indicates that, 474 (24.67 %) students
performed well by scoring from 8 to 10 marks. These students
mastered well the Chinese vocabulary. They managed to read
the sentence and understood them and identified the proper
word from the given alternatives. For instance, in item 2, the
students who scored full marks chose the correct answer D X%
(Chinese language). These students knew that, the structure of
the sentence was (somebody + & (is) + noun) which used to
introduce somebody’s occupation or status. They also knew that
an occupation or status is a noun that can be placed together
with another noun to clarify more about somebody’s occupation
or status. Thus, they chose the noun X% (Chinese language) to

form the word /X %52 & (Chinese language student).

The students who scored full marks in item 3, managed to
choose the correct answer because they knew that, the structure
of the sentence needed a possessive pronoun to fill in the blanks.
Thus, the selection of E 1149 (yours) was the correct answer.
The other words were not possessive pronoun.



In item 4, the students who managed to choose the correct
answer knew that, an item used the structure V +7~ (not) + V.
Thus, they noted that, the correct answer was 7~ -2 to form the

word A& 2 (...).

In item 5, the students were required to choose the name of the
country which was H A (Japan) to fill in the blank. The
students who scored full marks knew that, the sentence structure
was EA + A2 + BHE + A (somebody + 5%+ country +
person). In the sentence the name of the country was needed to
form the word (Japanese person) H A A. These students
identified the correct answer because they knew that, the other
given alternatives were not names of the country.

In item 6, the students were required to choose a noun which
uses the measure word % (measure words used for trouser, road
and long objects). The students who scored full marks in this
item knew the uses of the measure word %. Thus, the students
chose A #%-F (trouser) as the correct answer. Extract 6.1 is a
sample of a candidate’s correct responses to question 6.
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Extract 6.1: A Sample of the Student’s Correct Responses to

Question 6.

In Extract 6.1, the student wrote correct answers in all items.

Furthermore, the data analysis indicates that, 777 (40.45%)
students performed averagely as they scored from 4 to 6 marks.
These students chose correct answers in some items and failed
in others. They grasped the meaning of little vocabulary and
how to use them. Their partial knowledge of the words given led
them to scoring an average performance. Extract 6.2 is a sample

of responses from a student with an average performance.
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Exfract 6.2: A Sample of Responses from a Student with an
Average Performance in Question 6.

In Extract 6.2, the student wrote correct answers in item 3 and 5
but incorrect answers 1n items 2, 4 and 6.

Further data analysis shows that, 670 (34.88 %) students had
weak performance because they scored from 0 to 2 marks.
These students had insufficient knowledge of the given
vocabulary and their uses. For instance, in item 2, the students
did not know the structure of the sentence (somebody + 7 (is) +
noun) which is used to introduce somebody’s occupation or
status. Thus, they ended up writing incorrect answer. They
failed to choose the correct answer as one of them chose A 7% -F
(trouser). This shows that he/she made a guess work.

In item 3, the question required the students to use possessive
pronoun. The students who scored 0 did not know that this
sentence needed a possessive pronoun. Thus, they filled it by
choosing randomly the alternatives, which led to incorrect
answer. For example, some students chose B 7~-Z (not), they
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thought that the sentence had V +7~+ V structure because at the
end of the sentence there was a question mark, but this was
wrong because the sentence already had an interrogatives =3.

In item 4, the students were required to use V +7~+ V structure.
The students who scored 0 had insufficient knowledge about the
structure thus ended up selecting an incorrect answer. For
example, some students chose A # -F (trouser) which was
wrong because the answer was a noun and the question needed
the verb.

In item 35, the students were required to use the sentence
structure = A + & + E%E + A (somebody + =+ country +
person) of which the name of the country was missing. The
students who scored 0 marks had insufficient knowledge to
understand about the structure. For example, one student chose
D 3% (Chinese language) which was wrong.

In item 6, the students were required to choose a noun which
uses the measure word % (measure words used for trouser, fish
and road). The students did not master well the uses of the
measure word # . Thus, they chose incorrect answer. For
example, some students chose C H A (Japan) and the other
students chose E 1749 (yours). These responses prove that the
students did not master the vocabulary given. Extract 6.3 is a
sample of incorrect responses to question 6 from a student with
weak performance.
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Extract 6.3: A Sample of the Student’s Incorrect Responses to
Question 6.

=n}

In Extract 6.3, the student wrote incorrect answer in all items.

Question 7: Writing Chinese Characters of the Given Pinyin

In this question, the students were given five (5) items each with
a word in brackets written in pinyin and they were supposed to
write its character. The question was set from the topic of
Hobby/Shopping. This question aimed at testing students” ability
to use different expressions when shopping and talking about
hobbies. The question was as follows:
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5. BOE 2 R E( ) .
Ni hai vao shénme -

6. 1R L & ( ) o

The analysis of data shows that, 1,921 (100%) students
attempted the question, out of whom 892 (46.43%) scored from
7 to 10 marks indicating good performance, 1,000 (52.06%)
students scored from 3 to 6 marks which reflects an average
performance and 29 (1.51%) students scored from 0 to 2 marks
which is a weak performance. The overall performance in this
question was good, since 1,892 (98.49%) students scored 30%
or above. Figure 7 summarizes the students’ performance in
question 7.
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Figure 7: The Percentages of the Students’ Performance in
Question 7

The data analysis indicates that 892 (46.43%) students had good
performance, they scored from 7 to 10 marks. These students
demonstrated sufficient knowledge of Chinese strokes orders
which are crucial for accurate character formation. They
recognized the given words in pinyin and memorized their
characters and wrote them correctly. One of them wrote dongxi
# % (things), jidan %% (egg), xuésheng 5 % (student), nitindi
447 (milk) and shénme 1+ Z (what). Extract 7.1 is a sample of
the student’s correct responses to question 7.

o . 2. 3. 4. 3.
‘Zhong gué | dong |xi [ji |din |xué [shéng [nid |[néi  shén|me

P A nBIE T E Flum L

Exftract 7.1: A Sample of the Student’s Correct Responses to
Question 7.

In Extract 7.1, the student wrote correct characters in all items.
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Moreover, 1,000 (52.06%) students performed averagely as they
scored from 3 to 6 marks. These students demonstrated partial
knowledge in writing characters. They did not master well the
strokes which resulted into incorrect characters writing. Most of
students failed in item 2 and 5. For instance, in item 2, a word
dongxi % ¥ (things) some students wrote #) % where by the
character %) was wrong, it 1s used in a word like iZ#) (sports),
some used % as in a word % X (winter) they wrote %7, % 7]
and % &, others wrote % 2 with character 2 which is used in a
word xiixi (to have a rest) which was wrong. Other students
wrote dongxi with the character & which used in a word &2 (to
like), thus they wrote the word % & and some wrote % 3] (study)
while character ) used in a word % 3] though it sounds the
same as the given xi in the word dongxi but has a different
character. The analysis shows that these students recognized the
pinyin but failed to write a precise character as they were
confused by some words with same pronunciation but differ in
character writing (homophones).

Those who scored 0 in item 5, failed to distinguish certain
characters that appeared similar but had some slight differences.
The students were required to write the character 44; (milk) but
some of them wrote nian 5 (year), others wu “ (noon), gan ¥
(to do). This proves that candidates had partial knowledge of the
characters which resemble each other but are distinct. This led
them to perform averagely. Extract 7.2 is a sample of responses
to question 7 from a student with an average performance.

4 L. 2. 3. 4. | s
Lllfiing gué dong | xi | ji B

dn | xué [shéng |mit | na | shén me

PR O SEE Tt e

Exfract 7.2: A Sample of Responses from a Student with an
Average Performance in Question 9.

In Extract 7.2, the student wrote correct character in items 3 and
item 5 but failed in items 1, 2 and 4.
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However, the data also reveals that 29, (1.51%) students had a
weak performance because they scored from 0 to 2 marks.
These students had insufficient knowledge of character writing.
They failed to observe the rules of writing Chinese characters.
Some students wrote incorrect characters due to mistakes in
radical formation and strokes order. Few students copied
characters from other questions resulting to wrong answers. For
instance, in item 1, the students who scored 0 were required to
write characters % ™ (things). Most of the students failed to
recognize this word, they ended up writing incorrect characters,
one of them wrote />, while the other wrote T while others
wrote 7 instead of %. They also wrote +, #% and -] instead
of character 7.

In item 2, the students were asked to write the word % & (egg).
Most of them who scored 0 wrote incorrect characters which
were missing some strokes. For instance, one of them wrote #L
instead of #% . This student was confused by the same
pronunciation of the two characters but failed to differentiate the
characters (homophones).

In item 3, the students were asked to write the word 5 %
(student). Students who did not respond correctly to this item,
did not understand the meaning of the words. Some students
copied words from the question paper, as one of them wrote A2
J& (to wake up). Other students wrote characters which have the
same pinyin with %4, as one of them wrote % and the other

wrote /2.

In item 4, the students were asked to write the word 4 %3 (milk).
The students who scored 0 failed to write the characters as some
of them, the character % missed one stroke. They also wrote
incorrect character 77 instead of #3 . This character was
incorrect because it missed the radical.

Lastly, in item 35, the students who scored 0 failed to write the
word 1+ Z (what). These students had insufficient knowledge of
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the given words. They wrote incorrect characters by guessing.
Some of them exchanged the characters as one of them wrote 4
1+ instead of 1+ 4 . This proves that, these students had
msufficient knowledge of recognising characters and did not
master how to write them. Extract 7.3 1s a sample of the
student’s incorrect responses to question 7.

1 4o 1, | 2 3. 4. J.

Zltong | guo déng [x1 |7 |dan | xué shéng | nid |ndi | shén me
v

PR S F ARG X 4

Extract 7.3: A Sample of the Student’s Incorrect Responses to
Question 7.

In Extract 7.3, the student wrote incorrect character in all items.

Question 8: Writing the Pinyin for the Given Chinese
Characters

In this question, the students were given five (5) items written in
Chinese characters and they were asked to write their respective
pinyin (initials, finals and proper tone marking). The question
was set from the topic of Food/Nature. This question aimed at
testing the students’ ability to write the pinyin correctly in terms
of nitials, finals and marking respective tone(s).

The data analysis indicates that, 1,921 (100%) students
attempted the question, out of whom 1,051 (54.71%) scored
from 7 to 10 marks indicating a good performance, 705
(36.70%) students scored from 3 to 6 marks which indicates an
average performance, however, 165 (8.59%) students scored
from 0 to 2 marks which signifies a weak performance. The
general performance in this question was good, since 1,756
(91.41 %) students scored 30% or above. Figure 8 summarizes
the students’ performance in question 8.
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Figure 8: The Percentages of the Students’ Performance in
Question 8

The data analysis indicates that, 1,051 (54.71%) students had
good performance, they scored from 7 to 10 marks. These
students recognized the characters with their meaning(s) hence
they wrote the pinyin (initials and finals) correctly with their
respective tones. They also marked the tones appropriately. This
shows that, the students who managed to score good marks
understood the question and had sufficient knowledge of
Chinese pinyin (initials, finals and tone marking). The question
items were; 1. 5 ¥ fangzi (house), 2. /)\4& xidomao (cat), 3.
. @ huayuén (garden), 4. E X cdodi (grassland), 5. &%
piaoliang (beautiful). This indicates that, they had sufficient
knowledge of Chinese hanzi/characters and has mastered well
the rules of writing pinyin. Extract 8.1 1s sample of the student’s
correct responses to question 8.
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Exfract 8.1: A Sample of the Student’s Correct Responses to
Question 8.

In Extract 8.1, the student wrote correct pinyin in all items.

The analysis of data shows that, 705 (36.70%) students
performed averagely as they scored from 3 to 6 marks. These
students wrote correct pinyin of characters in some items but
failed to. in others. Some of them wrote correct initials and
finals but marked incorrect tones. Most of students scored half
marks instead of full marks because they were able to write only
a part of a word especially for the characters with few strokes.
For example. some of them wrote correctly characters - in a
word 5 ¥ fangzi, +» in a word /)" ¥4 xidomaéo and left the other
part of the character which had many strokes. Some students
were confused by a part of a character ¥ in a word 45 -F with a
part of a character in a word %¥ (good), thus, they wrote fanghao
instead of fang=i. Other students got confused in item 4 i
(grassland) where others failed to distinguish between the
character ¥ cdo and ¥ zdo, ¥ di and #& ta, %& ta and <& ye
which have some resemblances thus they wrote 73, F4&,
4., F4b, some wrote words randomly in order to fill in the
blanks. Extract 8.2 is a sample of responses to question 8 from a
student with an average performance.
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Extract 8.2: A Sample of Responses from a Student with an
Average Performance in Question 8.

In Extract 8.2, the student wrote correct characters such in items
2. 3 and 5 but failed in items 1 and 4.

Additionally, 165 (8.59%) students had a weak performance,
they scored from 3 to 6 marks. This performance was attributed
to inadequate familiarity of Chinese language vocabulary. They
encountered challenges in memorizing the pinyin of the given
characters. Others failed to mark tones appropriately but initials
and finals written correctly. Some of them did not recognize
where exactly the tones were supposed to be marked with
regards to the tone marking rules. Few of them copied pinyin
from the question paper which were pronounced the same as the
given words. While others on the other hand., did not even
understand the demand of the question, thus decided to leave it
unanswered. There were also students composed sentences from
the given words and the rest made a guess work by writing
pinyin which are unrelated to the words given. Extract 8.3 is a
sample of the student’s incorrect responses to question 8.

50



2.2.7

AL B UF AR BE .

Lira
frike: #:%F Nihdo
T e AT 2 B 110 I/ B R .

[
s
#h
=t
>
o0
A
i

s W
Jp#
&

o
=
[:j;j,.

@;T‘

i
=)
_

_(T;]]

N4
2
Nl

Exfract 8.3: A Sample of the Student’s Incorrect Responses to
8.

In Extract 8.3, the student created sentences using the words
given instead of writing pinyin in all items.

Question 9: Jumbled Sentences

This question required the students to re-arrange the given
jumbled sentences into a meaningful paragraph. They had to
write the letters of the correct answers in the spaces provided.
Item C was given as an example. This question was set from the
topic of friends. This question aimed at testing students’ ability
to analyze things logically. The question was as follows:

. AT @A FTEMHA, LRFES, P --f i d,
Gongyudnli v hin dud én £ai sanbi )

A NEE A ik F AL RSP

Jit dian wi zudehE gt péneyudbn:

B oA & & EHE E o B

Wo zaoshang g dian gichudng:

C & F L v &5 Azm

Ba didn chitan-

D o~ 5 rEdR .

Vo de rén edd xwé di thijiqudn-

E 4 & A& 5 4y KA.

W& yé€  addng xué taijiguan

F o, & & 5 Rk,

51




The data analysis indicates that 1,921 (100%) students
attempted the question, out of whom 748 (38.94%) students
scored from 8 to 10 marks indicating a good performance, 434
(22.59%) students scored from 4 to 6 marks reflecting an
average performance, and 739 (38.47%) students scored from 0
to 2 marks reflecting a weak performance. The general
performance in this question was good, since 1,182 (61.53 %)
students scored 30% or above. Figure 9 summarizes the
students” performance in question 9.

100 -
90 -
80 -
70 4
60 -
50
40 -
30 - 22.59
20 -
10 -

0 - | |
0-2 4-6 §-10
Scores

3847 3894

Percentage of Students

Figure 9: The Percentages of the Students’ Performance in
Question 9

The data analysis shows that, 748 (38.94%) students had good
performance as they scored from 8 to 10 marks. These students
had a good command of Chinese language. They had sufficient
knowledge of arrangement of events according to the time. For
instance, in item 2, they chose D A\ & *Z 4R (I eat food at 8:00
in the morning) followed by item 3 B /L & #& 2 % & A (1
go to the park at 9:00 in the morning) as the occasions occurred
consecutively adhering to time sequences.

In item 4, the students chose A ~& 2 A &k % A & #F

(There are many people walking around in the park) as they

knew that the place /> 1A (park) had been already mentioned in
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sentence 1 and 3, thus, this sentence adds more information
about what is happening in the 2~ IZ (park). The added
information helped students to choose E in item 5 & &9 A £
% 4T K # % (some people are at the park learning to play
taichi). Lastly, the students choose F in item 6 #& 4. # 52 K%
% (I also want to learn taichi), because they noted that the
sentence complements some extra information to sentence 5.

This proves that the students mastered well the topic. Extract 9.1
1s a sample of the student’s correct response to question 9.

c plB A | E | F

Exfract 9.1: A Sample of the Student’s Correct.Responses to
Question 9.

In Extract 9.1 the student re-arranged correctly all the items.

Further analysis shows that 434 (22.59%) students performed
averagely scored from 4 to 6 marks. These students had a partial
knowledge of the given jumbled words. Mostly re-arranged
correctly in items 2 and 3 but failed in items 4, 5 and 6. For
instance, one of them choose F # 4 # 5 k# %A (I also want
to learn taichi) and E # 49 A & % 47 K#% (some people are
at the park learning raichi) which was wrong, instead of E for
item 5 and F for item 6. This implies that some of them failed to
understand the sentences but had some ideas that in sentences E
and F one of them must precede the other because of the word
KA (taichi) in both sentences. They failed to realize which
one had to start first and which one had to come next. Other
students did not know the meaning of some sentences given thus,
selected answers randomly in order to fill in the gaps. Extract
9.2 1s a sample of responses to question 9 from a student who
performed averagely.
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Exfract 9.2: A Sample of Responses from a Student with an
Average Performance in Question 9.

In Extract 9.2, the student re-arranged correctly items 2 and 3
but failed in items 4, 5 and 6.

Furthermore, the data analysis shows that, 739 (38.47%)
students performed weakly as they scored from 0 to 2 marks.
Their failure was attributed by insufficient knowledge of
Chinese language terminologies related to time and events with
their relationships to chronological order thus ended up
randomly choosing and re-arranging unrelated sentences. Some
students failed to understand the concept of time as used in
sentence B and D whereby they were supposed to choose D for
item 2 and B for item 3. These sentences logically start with
& (8:00 am) then /L.% (9:00 am) and not vice versa. This
reveals that, the students had insufficient knowledge of
organizing 1deas. Extract 9.3 i1s a sample of the student’s
incorrect responses to question 9.

1T 2 |3 4 5 |6 1'

I ]

[ fl A B [ 8 0 |

Exfract 9.3: A Sample of the Student’s Incorrect Responses to
Question 9.

In Extract 9.3, the student re-arranged incorrectly all the items.

2.3 SECTION C: Writing a Composition

In this section, there was one (1) question about creative writing. The
students were given the guiding words of which they were required to
use them to make sentences. This section has a total of 15 marks.
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2.3.1 Question 10: Writing a Composition

In this question, the students were given 5 guiding words
set from the topic of Colour and size/Fashion and entertainment.
The students were required to use them to compose five
sentences. The question aimed at testing students’ ability to
compose and express ideas in Chinese language by using
characters. The question was as follows:

T REAARERAXFS S 9.
'lidxing  hdokdn  xn hud yT fu chudn
RAT, R, M, B, KB, ¥

Timi

ldm: A RAT 00 E & K8,

-2

.............................................................

A total of 1,921 (100%) students attempted the question. out of
whom 201 (10.46%) students scored from 10 to 15 marks which
indicates a good performance, 590 (30.71%) students scored
from 5 to 9 marks which signifies an average performance, and
1.130 (58.83 %) students scored from 0 to 4 marks which
reflects a weak performance. The general performance in this
question was average, since 791 (41.17%) students scored 30%
or above. Figure 10 summarizes the students’ performance in
question 10.
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Figure 10: The Percentages of the Students’ Performance in Question
10

The analysis reveals that, 590 (30.71%) students scored from 5
to 9 marks, which is an average performance. These students
had a partial knowledge of the topic given especially the
vocabulary. They did not understand the meaning of some
guiding words which affected them in composing sentences as
some of them composed ungrammatical sentences or
meaningless sentences. While some of them composed
sentences that are grammatically correct but semantically
incorrect. For example, one student wrote #& 494345 &3k "2 R
AR (My mother likes eating clothes), the sentence structure is
correct but semantically wrong, the clothes cannot be eaten.
This shows that, the student did not know meaning of the word
AR (clothes). Few of them wrote phrases and words instead of
a complete sentence, for example, one student wrote the word
7 (flower), the other wrote 7¢ 2 (garden) which is not a
sentence.

Further analysis shows that, there were students who wrote

correct sentences by using the word % A& (looks good) and F

(wear). For instance, one of them wrote iX /~#~-F ik4F & (This

cup looks good) and % F iZ% 49 KR (she wears a beautiful

dress). This proves that they mastered well these vocabularies.
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Extract 10.1 i1s a sample of a student’s response performed
averagely.

Lirg

flde: A% R MHE R B

L & ATE T IE 1R

------ R R N R R N T

A CER 1R IBE GO H A0 Aot

------------------------------------------------------------

. giviasEL b

Exfract 10.1 A Sample of the Student’s Average Performance to
Question 10.

In Extract 10.1, the student wrote correct answers 1n items 3 and
4 while failing in item 1, 2 and 5.

Further data analysis indicates that, 1,130 (58.83%) students had
a weak performance as they scored from 0 to 4 marks. This
performance was affected by their insufficient knowledge of
Chinese language guiding words given and their meaning. For
instance, few students copied words (pinyin or characters) from
the question paper. Others wrote ungrammatical and
meaningless sentences while others among them left the
question unanswered. This implies that, the students did not
comprehend the guiding vocabulary given. Extract 10.2 is a
sample of the student’s incorrect responses to question 10.
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Exfract 10.2: A Sample of the Student’s Incorrect Responses to
Question 10.

In Extract 10.2, the student misinterpreted the question he/she
repeated an example sentence by replacing the main verb with
the guiding words given instead of creating sentences.

The data indicates that, 201 (10.46%) students had good
performance as they scored from 7 to 10 marks. These students
had a good command of Chinese language vocabulary, sentence
structure and meaning of the given guiding words which
resulted into grammatical and meaningful sentences. Further
analysis shows that, due to their sufficient knowledge of
Chinese language, they knew the words® meaning 7% (good
looking) V, #F (new) Adj, 7¢ (flower) N, &K JR (clothes) N and %
(wear) V. They also knew how to use them in the sentence.
Therefore, they wrote the correct sentences. Extract 10.3 is
illustrative.

58



3.0

-------------------------------------------------------------

............................................................

..................................................

Extract 10.3: A Sample of the Student’s Correct Responses to
Question 10

In Extract 10.3, the student wrote correct sentences in all the
items.

STUDENTS’ PERFORMANCE IN DIFFERENT TOPICS

The students” performance analysis of the topics assessed in Chinese
Language subject for the year 2023 shows that, the general performance was
good in topics of Personal information/Family Introduction, School/Time
Transportation/Travel and custom, Hobby/Shopping, Environment and health,
Housing, Food/Nature, Jobs and Personal information/ as well as Family
Introduction. Topics of Friends and Color and size/Fashion and
entertainment had an average performance and weak performance in the
topic of School/Time. The summary is shown in the Appendix.

The topic performed well were Personal information/Family Introduction,
School/Time Transportation/Travel and custom (96.98), Hobby/Shopping
(98.49), Environment and health (97.03), Housing (92.05), Food/Nature
(91.41), Jobs (77.46) and Personal information/Family Introduction (65.12).
The good performances in these topics were attributed by their sufficient
knowledge, skills, and competence in Chinese Language grammar and ability
to answer the questions according to the need of the questions.

The topics performed averagely were Friends (61.5) and Color and
size/Fashion and entertainment (41.8) this performance was affected by the
students’ partial knowledge of the topics given. This led them to answer
correctly some items but failed in others.
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The students performed weakly in the topic of School/Time (14.78). The
weak performance was attributed to students’ insufficient knowledge of
vocabularies, sentence structure and writing characters. The analysis of the
students’ responses indicates that, they failed to express themselves in
Chinese Language.

CONCLUSION

The performance of the students in the Form Two National Assessment in
Chinese Language for the year 2023 was good as 93.39% of the students
passed. Data analysis reveals that, 98.49% of students performed well in
question 2. Further data analysis reveals that, there were questions performed
averagely. Furthermore, in question 4 the students performed weakly. These
students had insufficient knowledge of vocabularies which disabled them
from expressing themselves precisely in the Chinese Language. They also
had insufficient knowledge and skills pertaining to the topics tested.
Moreover, they failed to apply the Chinese grammatical rules and principles.

RECOMMENDATIONS

For better improvements of the students' performance in the Chinese
Language subject, it is recommended that:

5.1 Teachers should guide students in reading passages to improve their
vocabularies and grammar. This can be achieved through giving them
simple texts.

5.2 Teachers should guide students on how to read and write pinyin
especially the tone marking rules, initials, finals and syllables. This can
be achieved through giving students more reading and writing
exercises.

5.3 Teachers should guide students on how to write Chinese characters
while emphasizing on the basic strokes and radicals. This can be
achieved through giving students more writing exercises.
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APPENDIX: Summary of the Students’ Performance per Topic in Chinese
Language Assessment - FTNA 2023

Percentage of
Question | Students who

SN Number Passed in Remarks
Topic Each Topic
l. Hobby/Shopping 7
2. Environment and health 3
Personal
information/Family
3. Introduction, 1
School/Time
Transportation/Travel
and custom
4. Housing 5
5. Food/Nature 8
6. Jobs 2
Personal
7. information/Family 6
Introduction
8. Friends 9 61.53 Average

Col d size/Fashi
9. O'orand stze/ rasiion 10 41.17 Average
and entertainment

10. | School/Time 4
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